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GENERAL EVENT
INFORMATION

 

Mobile Meeting App
If you have not already done so, please download the mobile meeting app to find the most current schedule, session 

handouts, exhibitor information, and connect  with other attendees. 

You can also share your experiences from the 2026 HCPA Mid-Year Meeting on social media using the hashtag, 

#HCPAMYM2026, and tagging HCPA.

Board of Directors Meeting
This year’s Board of Directors meeting will be on Tuesday, May 12 from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm in the Federal room. 

Please note there is an Executive Session at 8:00 - 10:00 am for Board members only. The meeting will open to other 

attendees at 10:15 am.

Registration Hours
Everyone attending the HCPA Mid-Year Meeting must register. This includes all members, speakers, and media 

representatives. The HCPA Registration Desk is located in the Capital Terrace on the second floor, and will be open: 

Monday 2:00 – 6:00 pm | Tuesday 8:00 am – 5:30 pm | Wednesday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm | Thursday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Badges and Attendance Policy
The Mid-Year Meeting is open to registered attendees only. Badges will be issued at the HCPA Registration Desk and are 

required at all HCPA-sponsored sessions and social events.

HCPA Staff Office
The HCPA staff office is located in the Continental room on the 2nd floor. We invite you to stop by to say hello or have any 

questions answered. We are here to help you get the most from your Mid-Year Meeting! 

Office hours are: 

Monday 2:00 – 6:00 pm | Tuesday 8:00 am – 5:30 pm | Wednesday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm | Thursday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD
HCPA'S MOBILE MEETING APP
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HCPA 2026
BOARD OFFICERS

CATHERINE TRINKLE
BASF Corporation

MICHELLE RUDNICK
CRC Industries, Inc.

JOEL BURDICK, Ph.D.
Bath & Body Works

IMMEDIATE PAST 

CHAIR

CHAIR

LISA PANKIEWICZ
The Clorox Company

FIRST VICE CHAIR

TREASURER

SECOND VICE CHAIR

WILLIAM SCHALITZ
Spartan Chemical Company
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

PRODUCT DIVISION CHAIRS
ADVISORS TO THE BOARD

Aerosol Products Division
Kevin Verville, Summit Packaging

Air Care Products Division
Harman Singh, International Flavors and Fragrances

Antimicrobial Products Division
Teresa Moore, The Procter & Gamble Company

Cleaning Products Division
Maggie Gottardi, State Industrial Products

Floor Care Products Division
Dan Pfister, Hillyard Industries, Inc.

Industrial & Automotive Products Division
Allyson Azar, Energizer Holdings, Inc.

Pest Management Products Division
Kim Nemeth, The Procter & Gamble Company

Greg Adamson, Ph.D., Givaudan Fragrances Corporation | SVP, Global Regulatory Affairs, Product Safety and Sustainability
Bart Bastian, Spray Products Corporation | President & CEO
Stephanie Blakely, Symrise | VP, Global Regulatory Services & Compliance Scent & Care Division
Kerry Blissett, Firmenich | Head of Regulatory Affairs P&B
Tim Botts, Ecolab  | VP, North America - Global Regulatory Affairs
David Burks, Diversified CPC International, Inc. | President & CEO
Alexandria Celesky, Sherwin-Williams | Director of Product Stewardship
Shardona Daneshvari, International Flavors and Fragrances | VP, Regional General Manager NOAM Consumer Fragrances
Lisa Dreilinger, Arxada | Global Head of Regulatory, Consumer Microbial Control
Art Esposito, Church & Dwight Co., Inc. | Director, Global Product Stewardship and Sustainability
Adriano Galimberti, Stepan Company | VP & General Manager, NA
Jamey Gaston, Midlab | VP of Quality, Science, and Regulatory
Brian Herrington, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company | President, SMG Foundation & VP External Affairs
Ted Head, McLaughlin Gormley King Co. | Director of Regulatory Affairs
Julia Kim, Reckitt | VP, Regulatory Affairs and Safety for North America
Meghan Lieb, Ph.D., WD-40 | VP, Global Research & Development
Jaime McKinley, W.F. Young, Inc. | President
Tonya Morris, Nelson Laboratories LLC | Global Segment Director of Antimicrobials, Disinfectants and Virus Studies
Rafael Ortiz, CLR Brands | CTO
Chris Pearce, SC Johnson | Senior Director, Global Government Relations
Michael Pfefferkorn, United Industries Corporation | Division VP and General Counsel
Kevin Rejent, Energizer Holdings, Inc. | Senior Counsel–Regulatory & Head of Government Affairs
Darius Sabaliunas, The Procter & Gamble Company | VP, Global Product Stewardship
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HCPA CHAIR
LISA PANKIEWICZ
The Clorox Company

PRESIDENT & CEO
STEVE CALDEIRA
HCPA

Keynote Chris Cassidy
U.S. Navy SEAL, NASA Astronaut

Captain Christopher J. Cassidy, USN (Ret.) is a decorated Navy SEAL, accomplished 

NASA astronaut, and national civic leader whose career spans elite military operations, 

pioneering space exploration, and institution-building of lasting significance.

CAPT Cassidy’s talks explore the habits of effective leaders and how they can motivate 

their teams to overcome the obstacles in front of them, foster a high-performing culture 

of trust, and thrive in clutch moments when everything is on the line. With a talent for 

storytelling and well-timed humor, he shares his inspiring journey from the U.S. Naval 

Academy to becoming NASA’s 15th Chief Astronaut — motivating audiences to develop 

a never-quit mindset to accomplish their goals, and help others along the way.

Cassidy served 11 years in the SEAL Teams before his selection as a NASA astronaut 

in 2004. A combat-proven leader, he graduated as Honor Man of BUD/S Class 192 and 

earned two Bronze Stars—including one with Combat “V”—as well as a Presidential Unit 

Citation for commanding a high-profile mission along the Afghanistan–Pakistan border 

in the aftermath of 9/11. His military decorations also include the Defense Distinguished 

Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, and Legion of Merit, recognizing 

exceptional leadership at the highest levels of joint and naval service.

GENERAL SESSION WITH LUNCH AND KEYNOTE
PRESENTATION  TUESDAY, MAY 12
12:00 - 1:30 pm �– Presidential Ballroom

General Session Business Agenda
Assoication Exchange and Murray Glauberman Memorial Scholarship Award 

GENERAL 
SESSION

Sponsored by
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MONDAY, MAY 11
12:30 - 5:00 pm | Off-Site Facility

Montgomery Recycling Center Tour
*Pre-Registration Required

4:00 - 5:00 pm | North Gate Grill

First-Time Attendee Reception
*By Invitation Only

5:00 - 6:00 pm | Capital Terrace

Welcome Reception
Sponsored by The Procter & Gamble Company
Kick off the Mid-Year Meeting in the Capital Terrace at the Capital Hilton as we celebrate 250 years of 
American innovation and progress. Sponsored by Procter & Gamble, enjoy good food and drinks and 
meaningful networking as we launch a week focused on exploring industry realities and strategic responses.

TUESDAY, MAY 12
8:00 - 9:00 am | Capital Terrace

Networking Grab & Go Breakfast
Sponsored by Bergeson & Campbell

8:00 am - 12:00 pm | Federal

Board of Directors Meeting (Closed Session) 
Please note there is an Executive Session at 8:00 - 10:00 am for Board members only. 
The meeting will open to other attendees at 10:15 am.

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS

TUESDAY, MAY 12
8:30 -10:30 am | Congressional

Joint Cleaning & Floor Care Products Division Program
Insights and Innovations in Cleaning and Floor Care Products
This dynamic two-part session, tailored for the Cleaning and Floor Care Products Divisions, is designed to equip 
attendees with essential insights into current market trends and certification developments.

Part 1: Market Forces Shaping the Industry
This segment will delve into the key market forces influencing purchasing decisions, product innovation, and brand 
positioning within the cleaning and floor care categories. By exploring future scenarios, this presentation will examine how 
emerging technologies may reshape these categories over the next decade. Attendees will gain valuable, data-driven 
insights into:

•	 Sustainability Expectations: Understanding consumer demands for eco-friendly products.
•	 Ingredient Transparency: The growing importance of clear labeling.
•	 Third-Party Certifications and Ratings: Navigating the landscape of trusted endorsements.
•	 Technology-Enabled Purchasing: How digital tools are reshaping consumer behavior.
•	 Retailer Dynamics: Insights into partnerships and retail strategies.
•	 Emerging Regulatory Influences: Staying ahead of compliance changes.

Speaker:
•	 Jamie Rosenberg, Principal Strategist, Global Research and Insights, Mintel

Part 2: EWG Verified Cleaners Standard Updates
The second part of this program will focus on exciting updates to the Environmental Working Group's (EWG) Verified 
cleaners standard. Featuring a discussion on a logo refresh aimed at enhancing communication around safer chemistry to 
retailers, consumers, and purchasers, key points will include:

•	 Program Changes: Overview of planned updates and enhancements.
•	 Feedback Opportunity: Attendees will have the chance to provide input on proposed standards and logos.
•	 Consumer Engagement: With more than 31 million online supporters, EWG serves as a trusted resource for guidance 

on safer chemistry.
•	 Partnerships and Initiatives: Learn how the EWG Verified program collaborates with companies to promote safer 

products through various channels.

Speakers:	
•	 Clive Davies, Vice President, EWG Verified®
•	 Lauren Duffy, Senior Director, EWG Verified®
•	 Taylor Dunivin, Director of Science Communication, EWG Verified®

This session is ideal for brands, manufacturers, and retailers looking to navigate the evolving landscape of certification 
programs and seize opportunities for promoting safer, more sustainable products.   
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS

TUESDAY, MAY 12
9:00 - 11:30 am | Senate

Aerosol Products Division Program
This session will explore key topics impacting the aerosol products industry, ranging from innovation to end-of-life 
considerations. Attendees will hear from regulatory officials at the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and the EPA’s Chemicals, Coatings, and Products Division.

Speakers:
•	 Steven Andrews, Acting Senior Regulations Officer, PHMSA, DOT
•	 Don Burger, Director of the Special Permits Program, PHMSA, DOT
•	 Brian Houston, General Manager Foam, Aerosol & Solvents, Solstice Advanced Materials
•	 Sami Ki, Senior Manager, Sustainability & Product Stewardship, HCPA
•	 Allison Lim, Innovation Analyst, RTI International
•	 Cindy Newberg, Division Director, Office of Air and Radiation, EPA
•	 Manon Pascal, Regulatory Affairs Manager, Lindal North America 
•	 Jim Topich, Chief Innovation Officer, Kinetic Vision

10:30 am - 12:00 pm | Congressional

Joint Air Care & Cleaning Products Division Program
Fragrance & the Modern Consumer: Safety, Science, and Social Media
This session will examine how evolving science, regulatory pressure, and consumer perspectives are reshaping 
product development and post-market risk management, with a focus on fragrance. 

As volatile organic compound (VOC) regulations continue to tighten across North America, manufacturers and 
fragrance houses are moving beyond ethanol- and propellant-dependent delivery systems toward fundamentally 
new fragrance architectures that preserve performance while reducing or eliminating VOC use and enabling new 
product formats and portfolio differentiation. 

The session will then turn to a timely discussion on post-market surveillance in the age of social media where viral 
trends can transform isolated misuse patterns into widespread public health concerns overnight. Attendees will walk 
away with critical intake questions and best practices for adverse event documentation.

The session will close with a joint exploration of fragrance safety in consumer products, highlighting new research 
from the Research Institute for Fragrance Materials (RIFM) and how it is reaching consumers through educational 
media. Attendees will also participate in a demonstration illustrating real-world exposure to fragrance ingredients in 
scented products.

Speakers:
•	 Danielle Botelho, Director of Scientific Operations, RIFM
•	 Ashley Brown, Clinical Toxicology Manager and Senior Clinical Toxicologist, SafetyCall International, LLC
•	 Alison Sykes, Innovation Advisor, RTI International
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS

TUESDAY, MAY 12
1:30 - 2:30 pm | Congressional

International Affairs Council Program
This program will explore the process of introducing products into the Canadian and Latin American markets. 
Participants will gain a clear understanding of the key regulatory requirements for bringing both consumer and 
workplace products into these regions.

Speakers:
•	 Kirsten Alcock, Director of Product Safety, Dell Tech Laboratories
•	 Dana Mladin, Principal Technical Consultant, Dell Tech Laboratories
•	 Melissa Owen, Founder, AMBIENTELEGAL

1:30 - 3:00 pm | Federal

Pest Management Products Division
Minimum Risk 25(b) Pesticides 
The regulatory landscape for 25(b) products continues to evolve as the EPA and states grapple with inconsistent 
approaches to minimum risk pesticides – a reality that creates both compliance challenges and market opportunities. 
This session will provide an update on the strategic work of the joint HCPA/AAPCO 25(b) Work Group to bring greater 
clarity and consistency to this space, along with an update from the EPA’s Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention 
Division.

Speaker:
•	 Shannon Borges, Acting Director, Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division, EPA

1:30 - 3:00 pm | South American

Sustainability & Product Stewardship Council Board Meeting (Closed Session)
This is a closed meeting for members of the SPSC Executive Board. Board members will receive the meeting agenda 
via email.

2:00 - 3:00 pm | Senate

Industrial & Automotive Products Division Meeting 
The Industrial & Automotive Products Division covers products used by consumers and service centers to maintain 
and protect automobiles, as well as industrial products used in the manufacturing process or to maintain machinery 
and equipment.  This session will explore potential opportunities to reduce hazards in industrial settings, particularly 
food processing facilities, as well as how Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) impacts products in this space.

Speakers:
•	 John Howell, Business Development Manager, Novonesis
•	 Erin LaCosta, Project Engineer, Geosyntec Consultants

3:00 - 3:30 pm | Capital Terrace

Networking Break
Sponsored by Pilot Chemical Company
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS

TUESDAY, MAY 12
3:30 – 4:30 pm  | Federal

Aerosol Products Division Scientific Committee Meeting 
The Aerosol Products Division’s Scientific Committee develops standards and specifications, participates in relevant 
research efforts, and explores current and potential aerosol technologies. The Committee also engages with global 
institutions that impact the storage, trade, and manufacturing of aerosol products to ensure that these practices are safe, 
effective, and manageable.

3:30 - 4:30 pm | Presidential Ballroom

Government Relations & Public Policy
Special Session - Federal Affairs
This session will highlight HCPA’s current federal advocacy efforts and the evolving policy landscape, including major 
Congressional and Administration actions related to TSCA, EPA appropriations, the Safer Choice Program Authorization 
Act, PRIA reauthorization, and HCPA’s strategy for engaging policymakers on behalf of the industry. Members will leave 
with a clearer understanding of the federal issues most likely to affect business operations, innovation, product regulation, 
and market access in the year ahead.

3:30 - 5:00 pm | Senate

Floor Care Products Division Meeting 
Beyond What You Can See: Quantifying Clean with XRF Technology
The Floor Care Products Division meeting will open with a special interactive presentation from Lee Phillips of Professional 
Testing Laboratory, the lab of record behind the carpet industry’s leading Seal of Approval program administered by the 
Carpet and Rug Institute. Lee will introduce attendees to the latest advancements in proprietary XRF technology, which 
enables a precise, quantitative measurement of cleaning effectiveness – moving beyond traditional visual assessments to 
data-driven performance insights.

Building on its success in the carpet and rug sector, Professional Testing Laboratory is expanding this technology into 
a new certification program for hard surfaces, including LVT, LVP, laminates, and more. Through real-world examples 
and audience discussion, Lee will explore common challenges observed in the field across substrates, equipment, 
and cleaning solutions and how this next-generation testing approach can support innovation from early-stage R&D to 
substantiating product performance claims in the marketplace.

Following this special presentation, the meeting will transition to regular Floor Care Products Division business, bringing 
together formulators, suppliers, distributors, and consultants committed to advancing the technical performance and 
safety of floor care products. Attendees will have the opportunity to engage in discussions that shape the Division's 
priorities and future direction, as well as receive an update on ongoing activity by the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) by Doug Raymond of Raymond Regulatory Resources (3R).

Speakers:
•	 Lee Phillips, Laboratory Director, Professional Testing Labs
•	 Doug Raymond, President, 3R
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TUESDAY, MAY 12
3:30 - 5:30 pm | Congressional

Antimicrobial Products Division Program
FIFRA Enforcement: E-Commerce, Trends, and Lessons Learned 
Building on the foundation established at the HCPA Annual Meeting session, FIFRA Enforcement in Focus: 
Navigating Oversight in a Changing Regulatory Landscape, this session will take a deeper dive into the evolving 
enforcement environment for products regulated under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA). With continued scrutiny at U.S. borders, shifting regulatory priorities, and the rapid expansion of 
e-commerce, companies face a more complex compliance landscape than ever before.

The session will examine how enforcement authorities are adapting their strategies to address emerging risks 
across both traditional and online sales channels, and experts will draw on case studies involving e-commerce and 
other enforcement actions to offer practical, real-world compliance lessons.

Topics will include how to identify whether an enforcement action is legitimate; how enforcement scrutiny differs 
depending on whether a chemical enters commerce as a pesticide or a different substance; the role of AI tools 
in modern enforcement activities; and how states are operating under the cooperative agreement framework, 
especially as negotiations for Fiscal Year 2026 and beyond remain ongoing. 

The session will also cover inter-regional enforcement coordination, including how states collaborate with the EPA 
and other states to achieve compliance, as well as the range of tools available to state enforcement programs.

Participants will leave with actionable insights for navigating this increasingly complex regulatory environment.

Speaker:
•	 Michael Boucher, Partner, Steptoe
•	 Dave Huber, Deputy Director, Division of Plant Industry at the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets

4:30 - 5:30 pm | Federal

Aerosol Products Division Membership Committee Meeting
The Membership Committee plans and executes programming for the Aerosol Products Division, maintains and 
improves the engagement of aerosol members, and recruits new aerosol or aerosol-adjacent companies to join 
HCPA.

5:00 - 5:30 pm | Senate

Floor Care Products Division Executive Board Meeting (Closed Session)
Immediately following the Division meeting, the Floor Care Products Division Executive Board will convene for a 
closed meeting to discuss governance, strategic priorities, and next steps for the Division. Attendance is limited to 
Board members. 

PRIORITY
SESSIONS



132026 MID-YEAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
8:00 - 9:00 am | Capital Terrace

Networking Grab & Go Breakfast
Sponsored by Bergeson & Campbell

8:30 - 10:00 am  |  Federal 

Aerosol Products Division Regulatory Committee Meeting 
The Aerosol Products Division’s Regulatory Committee develops and advances policies that promote and protect the safe 
and effective use of aerosol products. The Regulatory Committee engages with federal and state legislators and global 
stakeholders to promote trade, harmonize laws, and ensure that regulations are consistent. The Regulatory Committee also 
works to minimize potential disruptions throughout the supply chain and improve the sustainability of aerosol products.

8:30 - 10:00 am  |  South American

Air Care Products Division Meeting 
The Air Care Products Division focuses on products designed to enhance or condition the indoor environment by combating 
unpleasant odors, freshening the air, or removing airborne particles. This session will bring together fragrance and other 
ingredient suppliers, manufacturers, and marketers of air care products to provide an update on and discuss key Division 
issues and initiatives.

8:30 - 10:00 am  |  Senate

Regulatory Affairs Council  
Two powerful regulatory forces – the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and FIFRA – are reshaping the 
compliance landscape for CPG companies. CPSC has shifted its enforcement priorities in ways that have led to high-profile 
cases and introduced new risks, while the Supreme Court’s upcoming review of Monsanto v. Durnell could fundamentally 
reshape the FIFRA preemption framework on which the industry has long relied. This session will provide attendees with a 
clear assessment of both developments and practical strategies for minimizing exposure.

CPSC Enforcement - This presentation will focus on recent changes in the enforcement priorities by the CPSC. These 
changes have led to some recent high-profile cases making the news, and this session will provide recommendations to 
companies to minimize their compliance risks.

Speakers:
•	 Neal Cohen, Partner, Neal Cohen LLC
•	 Boaz Green, Partner, Neal Cohen LLC 

FIFRA Preemption - This presentation will focus on FIFRA preemption and the implications of the Monsanto v. Durnell case, 
which will be heard by the United States Supreme Court in late April 2026. The outcome of this case could have significant 
implications on FIFRA products.

Speaker:
•	 Shannen Coffin, Partner, Steptoe

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
8:30 - 10:00 am  |  Congressional

Antimicrobial Products Division Regulatory Committee Meeting 
During this session, EPA’s Antimicrobials Division (AD) will provide an update on the Division’s latest activities, 
including priorities and staffing updates. This session will also include an interactive discussion with EPA AD staff 
about the Emerging Viral Pathogen (EVP) program for antimicrobial pesticides.

Speaker:
•	 Tajah Blackburn, Senior Scientist, EPA AD Efficacy Branch
•	 Elizabeth Donovan, Associate Director, Office of Pesticide Programs, Antimicrobials Division, EPA
•	 Kristen Willis, Acting EPA AD Director
•	 Tiffany Yelverton, Senior Scientist Advisor, EPA

10:00 - 10:30 am | Capital Terrace

Networking Break
Sponsored by Bath & Body Works

10:00 - 10:30 am | Senate

Coffee Chat with RLG
Grab some coffee and refreshments and join Reverse Logistics Group (RLG) to discuss EPR solutions. Discover how 
RLG’s global teams are helping producers by simplifying the EPR compliance process, and how they’re supporting 
PROs with planning, operations, and tech to enable EPR programs. As part of the Reconomy family of brands, RLG 
is building the circular economy across the entire return logistics supply chain. This is an exclusive opportunity to 
meet their experts and learn more!  

10:30 am – 12:00 pm  | Federal

Air Quality Council Meeting
During this session, the Air Quality Council will prepare for the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) next 
consumer products rulemaking, including the transition to Maximum Incremental Reactivity (MIR). The Council will 
also discuss VOC activity across the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, as well as ongoing work by the EPA.

PRIORITY
SESSIONS



152026 MID-YEAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
10:30 am – 12:00 pm  | Congressional

Antimicrobial Products Division Meeting - AEG
During this session, EPA's Biological and Economic Analysis Division (BEAD) will provide an update on the Division’s 
latest activities, including priorities, test method development updates, and outreach efforts. This session will also 
include an interactive working session with BEAD staff for deep dive discussions on topics of interest to attendees.

Speakers:
•	 Rebecca Pines, Branch Chief, EPA OPP BEAD, Microbiology Laboratory Branch 
•	 Yaorong Qian, Senior Scientist, EPA OPP BEAD, Analytical Chemistry Branch 
•	 Donald Wilbur, Director, EPA Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP), BEAD
•	 Steve Zhou, Senior Scientist, EPA OPP BEAD, Microbiology Laboratory Branch 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm  | South American

Government Relations & Public Policy 
Special Session - TSCA
During this session, Dr. Rich Engler and Ryan Schmit from Bergeson & Campbell will discuss all things TSCA. Key 
to the conversation will be EPA regulatory developments, major litigation affecting TSCA implementation, business 
critical changes impacting the protection of confidential business information, and the latest legislative activity in 
Congress. This 90-minute session will help attendees better understand what is changing across the regulatory, 
legal, and policy landscapes, what those developments could mean for product innovation and market access, and 
where HCPA’s advocacy priorities may head for the balance of 2026.

Speakers:
•	 Rich Engler, Director of Chemistry, Bergson & Campbell 
•	 Ryan Schmit, Of Counsel, Bergeson & Campbell

12:00 - 1:00 pm  | Presidential Ballroom

Lunch with EPA Assistant Administrator Douglas Troutman 
Sponsored by Reckitt
Join Douglas Troutman, Assistant Administrator for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Office of Chemical 
Safety & Pollution Prevention (OCSPP), for a timely discussion on the Administration’s priorities for regulating 
chemical products and improving regulatory outcomes. This session will offer attendees valuable insight into current 
developments related to TSCA and PRIA, as well as the broader direction of federal chemical policy. This is a unique 
opportunity for attendees to hear directly from one of the EPA’s top leaders on key regulatory issues affecting 
household and commercial product manufacturers, suppliers, and marketers, including time for Q&A.

  	
	 	 Speaker:
	 	 Douglas Troutman, Assistant Administrator, OCSPP, EPA

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
1:00 - 2:30 pm  | Congressional

Joint Government Relations & Public Policy and  
Sustainability & Product Stewardship Council  
Special Session - EPR
EPR Readiness: Legal, Retail, and Industry Perspectives
As EPR policies expand across the U.S. and globally, companies are navigating an increasingly complex and 
fragmented regulatory landscape. This session will bring together legal, retail, and industry perspectives to explore 
the key forces shaping EPR implementation and compliance. Experts will discuss emerging legal challenges, 
evolving retailer expectations, and the growing need for more strategic, coordinated approaches to packaging 
decisions. 

This session will specifically highlight how organizations are approaching EPR more holistically, aligning compliance, 
cost, and operational considerations across markets. Attendees will leave with a clearer understanding of the risks, 
tradeoffs, and opportunities shaping packaging and sustainability strategies in an EPR-driven world.

Moderator:
•	 Michael Washburn, Principal, Washburn Consulting: Sustainability & Public Affairs

Speakers:
•	 Michael Boucher, Partner, Steptoe
•	 Colin Preston, Managing Consultant, Ramboll
•	 Allie Sauers, Senior Director, Legal & Regulatory Affairs, Retail Industry Leaders Association

1:00 – 3:00 pm   | Senate

Pest Management Products Division Program  
State-level regulatory activity is accelerating on multiple fronts, creating an increasingly complex operating 
environment for pesticide registrants. This session will explore three emerging challenges requiring strategic 
attention: (1) the implementation of bilingual labeling requirements, (2) preparation for Minnesota’s PFAS prohibitions 
affecting pesticide products, and (3) a broader landscape update from HCPA’s state Government Relations & Public 
Policy team on what lies ahead.

Speaker:
•	 Liane Jenkins, Managing Scientist, Exponent

Preparing for PFAS Prohibitions in Minnesota
Speaker: 

•	 Steve Bennett, Executive Vice President, Scientific & Regulatory Affairs, HCPA

Update from HCPA’s State Government Relations & Public Policy Team
Speakers: 

•	 Christoper Finarelli, Senior Director, State Government Relations & Public Policy (Western Region),  HCPA
•	 Michelle Kopa, Senior Director, State Government Relations & Public Policy (East Region), HCPA

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
2:30 – 4:00 pm   | Congressional

Government Relations & Public Policy 
Special Session - State Affairs
HCPA is increasingly prioritizing state-level engagement, where policy activity is accelerating and often setting the 
tone for national policy trends. This session will provide a focused, in-depth look at recent policy activity in Vermont 
and New Hampshire, two states that are emerging as key drivers of policy approaches in important issue areas. This 
session will provide insights into the overall direction of state policymaking, the motivations behind these proposals, 
and their implications for broader adoption in other jurisdictions in an overall effort to help members anticipate 
emerging policy trends, assess business impacts, and effectively communicate and contextualize these trends within 
their organizations.

Moderator:
•	 Mike Gruber, Chief Operating Officer, HCPA

Speakers:
•	 Angela Brennan, President, a.b. STRATEGIES
•	 Allison Crowley, Owner & Lobbyist, Crowley Consulting

3:00 - 4:00 pm | Federal

Sustainability & Product Stewardship Council and  
Connection & Development Network Program
Defining Product Stewardship: Practical Approaches and Strategic Impact
A product steward's primary role is to minimize product risk and work toward creating safer, more sustainable products. 
They are responsible for managing the health, safety, and environmental impacts of a product across its lifecycle. This 
involves collaborating with key stakeholders from procurement, R&D, regulatory authorities and standardization, hazard 
communication, and marketing, all the way through end-of-life. Product stewards must anticipate not only compliance 
risks, but also potential risks to consumers and the environment. Their evolving role is challenged by pressures such as 
sustainability concerns, shifting scientific knowledge, and the need to address unintentional consequences or product 
misuse.

This session will provide participants with a foundational understanding of product stewardship, including key 
definitions and core principles. Board members from the Product Stewardship Society (PSS) will explore how product 
stewardship can be integrated into business processes, career pathways, and professional growth, while also offering 
practical examples of stewardship in action.

Speakers:	
•	 Alison Gauthier, Managing Scientist, Exponent
•	 John Hott, Client Solution Principal Consultant, Yordas Group
•	 Giselle Vincett, Vice President of North America, Yordas Limited

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
3:00 - 4:00 pm | South American

Aerosol Products Division Meeting
Working Session - Fire Codes
Since the 1980s, HCPA has helped develop and maintain both National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and 
international fire and building codes that allow aerosols to be manufactured, distributed, stored in warehouses, and 
placed on retailer shelves. HCPA uses sound science to ensure that its positions are credible and compelling to fire 
officials, insurers, and fire engineering professionals who manage the nation’s complex system of fire and building 
codes. During this working session, attendees will discuss the latest developments related to aerosol fire codes and 
help set the direction for future advocacy and technical positions.

3:00 - 5:00 pm | Senate

Cleaning Products Division Program 
This session will bring together raw material suppliers, manufacturers, and marketers of household and professional 
cleaning and care products. Attendees will have the opportunity to engage in discussions that shape the Cleaning 
Products Division's priorities and future direction, as well as hear an update on ongoing activity by CARB.

Speaker:
•	 Doug Raymond, President, 3R

4:00 - 4:30 pm | South American

Air Care Products Division Executive Board Meeting (Closed Session)
The Executive Board provides strategic direction and oversees the activities of the Air Care Products Division. This 
session will discuss strategic priorities, key focus areas, and initiatives.

4:00 - 5:00 pm | Congressional

Special Session: Lessons from the Field 
Best Practices for AI in Regulatory Work sponsored by the Connection & Development Network 
AI is no longer on the horizon – it’s an operational reality reshaping how regulatory work gets done. However, 
adoption without a clear strategy risks undermining the expertise and accountability on which our industry depends. 

This capstone panel will bring together regulatory professionals and AI practitioners to share lessons learned, 
common pitfalls, and practical strategies for integrating AI into regulatory workflows effectively and responsibly. 
Audience participation and discussion will be encouraged. Audience participation and discussion will be 
encouraged.

Speakers:
•	 Kirill Ivanov, Co-Founder and COO, GetGenAI
•	 Jennifer Stafford, Principal Consultant, Compliance Services International (CSI)
•	 Charlie Vallely, CEO and Co-Founder, Smarter Sorting 
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PRIORITY
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
5:15 - 6:30 pm | Presidential Ballroom

Closing Party - Keys & Cocktails
Sponsored by Spartan Chemical
Join us in the Presidential Ballroom at the Capital Hilton for an evening of live music, delicious drinks, and an 
engaging atmosphere where business meets entertainment. 

Sponsored by Spartan Chemical Company, this lively reception will offer the perfect opportunity to connect with 
colleagues, unwind after a productive week, and enjoy a high-energy dueling piano performance. Bring your song 
requests and get ready for a memorable night of music and connection.

THURSDAY, MAY 14
8:00 - 9:00 am | Presidential Ballroom

Special Session with Breakfast
Sponsored by Bergeson & Campbell

Keynote Speaker:
Brody Mullins, Nationally Acclaimed Investigative Reporter on Business and Government 

Brody Mullins is a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter and author of The Wolves 
of K Street: The Secret History of How Big Money Took over Big Government. The book, 
published by Simon & Schuster, is the definitive account of the rise of corporate power 
and lobbying in government. His next book, The Battle Over Bigness, documents how 
Donald Trump is teaming up with populist Republicans and progressive Democrats to rein 
in industries from Big Tech to Wall Street while threatening to unravel the pro-business 
alliance that had existed in Washington from Ronald Reagan until now.

In two decades as an investigative reporter for The Wall Street Journal, Brody wrote scores of ground-breaking 
stories about the intersection of business and politics, exposing scandals that prompted new laws and regulations 
for powerful government officials, lobbyists, and Wall Street.

9:30 – 10:45 am  | Senate

Antimicrobial Products Division Meeting
Working Session
This working session offers members an opportunity to take a deep dive into a topic of strategic interest to the 
Antimicrobial Products Division. These sessions typically produce a tangible work product that can be leveraged by 
both the Division and HCPA in future advocacy efforts to support the continued growth and success of the sector.



20 HCPA EVENT PROGRAM

THURSDAY, MAY 14
9:30 – 11:00 am  | Congressional

Sustainability & Product Stewardship Council Meeting
Credibility, Certifications & Claims Task Force 
This first session will explore emerging leadership in sustainable product standards and real-world innovation in 
safer chemistry.

From Market Challenges to Leadership: Green Seal’s Path for Sustainable Products 
Part one of this session will highlight Green Seal’s initiative to align retailers, brands, and advocates around a shared 
definition of sustainability leadership for everyday products – bringing greater clarity, consistency, and credibility to 
a rapidly evolving marketplace. Participants will receive an overview of key product leadership elements identified 
to date, including safer chemicals, responsible sourcing, low-impact manufacturing, and sustainable packaging. 
Doug Gatlin, CEO of Green Seal, will share the vision and direction of this work, joined by Steering Committee 
members offering cross-sector perspectives and insights into the considerations shaping criteria development.

Speakers:
•	 Elizabeth Arredondo, Sustainability Manager, Henkel Consumer Brands and Co-chair, Green Seal Safer 

Chemicals Subcommittee
•	 Kira Austin, Sustainable Sourcing Manager, Aramark & Avendra International and Co-chair, Green Seal 

Responsible Sourcing Subcommittee
•	 Lisa Dreilinger, Global Head of Regulatory, Consumer Microbial Control, Arxada and Co-chair, Green Seal 

Verified Performance & Claims Subcommittee
•	 Doug Gatlin, CEO, Green Seal
•	 Gayatri Keskar, Global Packaging Material Science Leader, Kenvue and Co-chair, Green Seal Sustainable 

Packaging Subcommittee

Behind the Claims: Member Journeys 
Part two of this session will bring these concepts to life through a case study from Midlab, one of the first 
companies to achieve Green Seal certification for floor care products formulated without intentionally added 
PFAS. Attendees will learn what motivates the company to pursue different certifications, outline the process 
and challenges for achieving them, and discuss the value they deliver – from product performance and market 
differentiation to advancing safer chemistry.

Attendees will leave with a better understanding of where product sustainability standards are heading and how 
organizations can respond with credible, high-impact strategies.

Speaker:
•	 Jamey Gaston, VP of Quality, Science, & Regulatory, Midlab Inc.

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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THURSDAY, MAY 14
9:30 – 11:00 am  | South American

Scientific Affairs Council 
From Proposition 65 (Prop 65) listings to an increasingly fragmented patchwork of state PFAS regulations, the 
compliance landscape facing manufacturers has never been more complex – or more consequential. This session 
will address both realities head-on: 
California’s Prop 65 remains a persistent strategic challenge. This presentation will examine the current landscape, 
including chemical listings, safe harbor level development, strategies for minimizing the impact of new listings, 
customer communication, due diligence considerations for corporate transactions, and approaches to defending 
against citizen suits and government enforcement. 

Speakers:
•	 Hunter Kendrick, Counsel, Latham & Watkins LLP
•	 Tom Lee, Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP

Navigating the PFAS Regulatory Maze: State-by-State Compliance Strategies and Litigation Risk Management
State-level PFAS regulation continues to evolve into a complex patchwork of labeling, reporting, and product 
prohibition requirements, with staggered effective dates across multiple jurisdictions. This presentation will provide 
a strategic framework for navigating this environment – from integrating PFAS restrictions into corporate phase-out 
strategies, to managing litigation risks associated with legacy products on retail shelves, to building cohesive, 
multi-state compliance programs that balance regulatory obligations with business continuity.

Speakers:	
•	 Darci Ferrer, Assistant Director, Greenberg Traurig LLP
•	 Kaitlyn Maxwell, Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig LLP

9:45 – 11:15 am  | Federal

Aerosol Products Division Executive Board Meeting
The Executive Board oversees the activity of the Aerosol Products Division and discusses strategies for advancing 
and protecting the industry.

11:00 am – 12:00 pm  | Congressional

Joint Sustainability and Product Stewardship Council and 
International Affairs Council Program
Global EPR Compliance: Unpacking the Overlap Between the EU's PPWR and California's SB 54
For companies operating across multiple jurisdictions, changes made to meet one set of requirements can have 
unintended impacts elsewhere, or lead to opportunities to streamline. This session will examine areas where the 
EU’s 2024 Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) and California’s EPR law for packaging, SB 54, align 
and differ. The session will also cover how stronger data management can simplify compliance across jurisdictions, 
providing attendees with practical strategies for centralizing packaging data, improving reporting readiness, and 
building scalable compliance processes that can keep pace with expanding regulations.

Speakers:
•	 Joseph Dages, Partner, Steptoe
•	 Tina Nguyen, Business Development Manager, RLG

PRIORITY
SESSIONS
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PRIORITY
SESSIONS
THURSDAY, MAY 14
11:00 am – 12:00 pm  | Senate

Antimicrobial Products Division Executive Board Meeting (Closed Session)
The Executive Board oversees the activities of the Antimicrobial Products Division and focuses on strategies to 
advance and protect the antimicrobial products industry. This session will cover key initiatives, industry challenges, 
and strategic priorities to ensure the continued growth and success of the sector.

11:15 am – 12:45 pm   | South American

Pest Management Products Division Committee Meeting
As the EPA’s Registration Division navigates resource constraints and shifting priorities, staying aligned with the 
Agency’s direction is critical for effective registration strategy. This session will feature an update directly from 
the Registration Division, as well as a report on HCPA’s Pest Management Products Division activities and strategic 
priorities.

Speaker:
•	 Billy Smith, Director, Registration Division, EPA

12:00 - 1:15 pm  | Presidential Ballroom

Grab & Go Lunch
Sponsored by Reckitt

12:30 – 5:00 pm   | Capitol Hill

Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill
This is your opportunity to translate what your company is experiencing in the marketplace into concrete, real-world 
insights that Congressional offices rely on when shaping legislation and setting appropriations priorities.

 You’ll meet directly with members and staff to make the business case for:

•	 A faster, more predictable TSCA New Chemicals program that supports innovation, investment, and timely mar-
ket entry, without sacrificing safety.

•	 A durable, credible Safer Choice program that helps consumers identify safer products and allows companies to 
compete on transparency and trust.

•	 Adequate appropriations for the EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs to ensure that registration and review pro-
cesses keep pace with scientific advancements, prevent unnecessary backlogs, and provide greater regulatory 
certainty.
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EXHIBITORS
TABLE 2
Eurofins
Global leader in Testing for Life. Local service and support accessing global safety, quality and 
regulatory knowledge, expertise and testing capabilities across 950+ locations in 60 countries. 
Comprehensive solutions including regulatory, analytical, VOC, toxicological, microbiological, 
ecotoxicity, biodegradability, registrations, in vitro and in vivo clinical studies, stability/
compatibility, claims substantiation, sustainability services, and more.

TABLE 3
Bergeson & Campbell
Bergeson & Campbell, P.C. (B&C®) is a Washington D.C. law firm focusing on chemical product 
approval and regulation, product defense, and associated business issues. The Acta Group 
(Acta®), B&C's scientific and regulatory consulting affiliate, provides strategic, comprehensive 
support for global chemical registration, regulation, and sustained compliance. Together, we help 
companies that make and use chemicals commercialize their products, maintain compliance, and 
gain competitive advantage as they market their products globally.

TABLE 4
SRC Consultants
SRC is a full-service regulatory consulting firm for the antimicrobial and pesticide industry. With 
over 250 years of combined experience, they have the expertise to assist you with any part of 
the registration process from R&D to retail. Make sure you connect with the team to learn more 
about SRC's Canadian registration services! For more information regarding the team and their 
specialties, visit https://srcconsultants.com

TABLE 5
RMT Global
RMT Global is a leading international provider of risk, safety, and compliance technology 
solutions that empower organizations to make informed decisions and operate responsibly in 
today's complex regulatory landscape. With more than 30 years of industry experience, RMT 
Global delivers trusted data, software, and insights that help businesses strengthen governance, 
manage chemical and operational risks, and create safer, smarter, and more sustainable 
workplaces. Its suite of advanced solutions, including the globally respected ChemAlert platform, 
combines scientific expertise with innovative technology to protect people, support compliance, 
and drive long-term value for clients worldwide. RMT Global is recognized for its commitment to 
integrity, innovation, and customer-centric service.

TABLE 6
Reverse Logistics Group (RLG)
In an era of accelerating change, Exponent is the only premium engineering and scientific 
consulting firm with the depth and breadth of expertise to solve our clients’ most profoundly 
unique, unprecedented, and urgent challenges. Exponent brings together 90+ technical 
disciplines and 950+ consultants to help our clients navigate the increasing complexity of more 
than a dozen industries, connecting decades of pioneering work in failure analysis to develop 
solutions for a safer, healthier, more sustainable world.
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EXHIBITORS
TABLE 7
CERIS at Purdue University
The Center for Environmental and Regulatory Information Systems (CERIS) is a center within 
the Entomology Department at Purdue University. It is home to a collection of databases of 
information on pesticides, plant export/import requirements, and exotic pest tracking. Data is 
principally received from EPA, USDA, and United States state agencies.

TABLE 8
Element Eagan
Element Eagan is the premier contract antimicrobial testing laboratory and expert partner to the 
developers, manufacturers and users of antimicrobial pesticide and biocide products. We have 
more than 30 years of experience generating ISO and GLP-compliant data that is accepted by 
U.S. EPA, FDA, and other International regulatory bodies.

TABLE 9
Exponent
In an era of accelerating change, Exponent is the only premium engineering and scientific 
consulting firm with the depth and breadth of expertise to solve our clients’ most profoundly 
unique, unprecedented, and urgent challenges. Exponent brings together 90+ technical 
disciplines and 950+ consultants to help our clients navigate the increasing complexity of more 
than a dozen industries, connecting decades of pioneering work in failure analysis to develop 
solutions for a safer, healthier, more sustainable world.

TABLE 10
SafetyCall International
SafetyCall International operates the world’s largest 24/7 human and animal adverse event call 
center, providing clients and their customers with immediate, around-the-clock access to trusted 
health, safety and medical information. Its structure as a multidisciplinary health care practice 
provides manufacturers with adverse event management, regulatory reporting, post-market 
surveillance, and consulting services. As nationally recognized experts in the collection and 
interpretation of spontaneously reported incident data, the professional staff has managed more 
than 4 million product incident cases in the past 40 years, significantly impacting product safety 
worldwide. SafetyCall® also operates Pet Poison Helpline, a 24/7 animal poison control service 
for pet owners and veterinary professionals. For more information, visit http://safetycall.com.

TABLE 11
Container Specialties
Container Specialties, Inc. is a blow-molding company that manufactures several different sizes 
of HDPE plastic containers for the food, agricultural, petroleum, and chemical industries.

Container Specialties now offers PolyGuard — co-extruded EVOH barrier bottles engineered for 
superior product protection. PolyGuard delivers outstanding resistance against oxygen, VOCs, 
and chemicals, with the barrier built directly into the bottle during molding — no post-treatment 
chemicals required. The result is a stronger, more eco-conscious solution that also drives cost 
savings through faster turnaround times and streamlined production.
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EXHIBITORS

TABLE 12
Barentz
Global leader in Testing for Life. Local service and support accessing global safety, quality 
and regulatory knowledge, expertise and testing capabilities across 950+ locations in 60 
countries. Comprehensive solutions including regulatory, analytical, VOC, toxicological, 
microbiological, ecotoxicity, biodegradability, registrations, in vitro and in vivo clinical 
studies, stability/compatibility, claims substantiation, sustainability services, and more.

TABLE 13
Geosyntec
Geosyntec is a global consulting firm of more than 2,800 employees that works with 
multinational clients with Global Product Stewardship challenges. Geosyntec helps 
these clients bring their products to market safely and in compliance with applicable 
regulations and supply chain requirements. Their product registration, compliance, and 
safety experts bring a deep knowledge of best practices, as well as nuanced scientific and 
regulatory understandings, helping ensure chemicals, products and packaging are safe 
and sustainable from raw-material sourcing and manufacturing through use and disposal. 
In a time when regulations regarding product and chemical safety are in flux, Geosyntec 
provides clients with strategies rooted in sound science.

TABLE 14
HCPA Consumer Product Ingredient Dictionary
The HCPA Consumer Product Ingredients Dictionary is the comprehensive technical 
reference for companies complying with California’s Cleaning Product Right to Know Act. 
The Dictionary ensures standard ingredient nomenclature and definitions for formulators, 
suppliers, regulators, retailers, and other stakeholders. The Dictionary contains more than 
1,700 Ingredient Records and defines more than 7,000 technical or other names, as well as 
more than 1,100 trade names used by 80 suppliers. The Dictionary also includes Lists of 
Lists information to assist with ingredient disclosure efforts.

TABLE 15
Emerson
Emerson is a Fortune 500 corporation headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri. The company 
manufactures and delivers a range of industrial automation and control systems, climate 
control solutions, measurement and analytical instrumentation, and provides engineering 
services for industrial, commercial, and consumer markets. Emerson’s Gas Analysis & 
Detection Business are world leader in Mid Infrared gas analysis using Quantum Cascade 
Lasers with a portfolio of equipment to support Leak Detection requirements of Aerosol 
Fillers Globally – Providing the capability to achieve regulatory and automation goals of our 
Aerosol customers.
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   Regulatory Questions?  
SRC provides custom regulatory consulting services to help you 
navigate the many laws and regulations that apply to your products. 
We can help guide you through R&D, retail, and everything in 
between!  

✓ EPA, US State, and Canadian Registration Services 
✓ Product Testing Support 
✓ Consumer Product Label and Formula Reviews 
✓ Safety Data Sheet Generation 
✓ FDA Cosmetics and Drug Establishment 

Registrations and Product Listings 

 

Visit our website for more information. 

www.srcconsultants.com 
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STAFF DIRECTORY

HCPA 
Staff Directory

IGNITE SOLUTIONS 
Staff Directory

Steve Caldeira, President & CEO

Mike Gruber, Chief Operating Officer

Allie Hayes, Senior Vice President, Communications, Board Administration & Chief of Staff to the President & CEO

Steve Bennett, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Scientific & Regulatory Affairs

Nicholas Georges, Senior Vice President, Scientific & International Affairs

Molly Blessing, Vice President, Sustainability & Product Stewardship

Ligia Duarte Iler, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs

Meredith Mangas, Vice President, Meetings & Conferences

Ryan Nau, Vice President, Marketing & Member Engagement

Christopher Finarelli, Senior Director, State Government Relations & Public Policy (West Region)

Michelle Kopa, Senior Director, State Government Relations & Public Policy (East Region)

Sami Ki, Senior Manager, Sustainability & Product Stewardship

Damien Spruell, Senior Manager, Support Services

Joe Ambrosi, Manager, Government Relations & Public Policy

Lea Cerini, Manager, Communications & Public Affairs

Nicholas Georges, Executive Director, Ignite Solutions

Chris Carter, Deputy Executive Director, Ignite Solutions

Autumn Spriggs, Program Manager, Ignite Solutions
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July 15, July 29, August 5
Federal and State Labeling Webinar Series 
Three-Part Webinar Series

August 12
Antimicrobial Webinar
From Bench to Building: Product Development Constraints When 
Translating Antimicrobial Test Methods to Real-World Use

September 15-17
Pesticide Regulation Workshop
Washington, D.C. 

October 7, 14, 21
Cleaning Intermediates
Three-Part Webinar Series

December 6-9
HCPA's 2026 Annual Meeting
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

UPCOMING
EVENTS

HCPA'S 
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